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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Status 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 3/1 3/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

(a) Applicant argues "...the teaching in Aras et al. of content coding of audio visual 
material with unique AVIs and of collecting the AVIs does not teach or suggest receiving 
a signal from each receiver indicating the channel tuned and the previous channel 
tuned..." on page 5, 2 nd paragraph of the Remarks filed 3/13/07. 

Referring to col. 7, lines 15-30, Aras teaches subscriber activity including a 
channel change will be recorded and then reported to the collection center. Referring 
to col. 9, lines 1-16, Aras teaches the switching of channels is recorded. Referring to 
col. 13, line 58 - col. 14, lines 8, Aras teaches during extraction, the AVI information is 
processed at the home station. The collection process responds and processed events 
as they are generated. A channel change by the subscriber generates an event. 

Furthermore, referring to col. 8, lines 52-65, Aras teaches if the AVM presented 
is a TV drama, the TV drama would have a unique AVI (i.e. FOX-MRP-0265 for FOX 
television network drama Melrose Place episode number 265). Thus, from the data it 
is easy to determine that the user viewed Melrose Place on the Fox Network. The 
network, in this example, FOX, indicated the channel tuned to. Referring to Table V, the 
user switch to Channel 6 is recorded. Referring to Table V1 , the user switch to the 
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Disney channel is recorded. Clearly, Aras teaches receiving a signal indicating the 
channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

* 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 8, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rao in view of Aras. 

As for claim 1 , Rao discloses a method of managing television network 
bandwidth comprising: 

broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of 
receivers across said network; - col. 4, line 64 - col. 5, line 3, col. 14, lines 8-14 

identifying each channel of said plurality of channels to which at least one 
receiver of said plurality of receivers connected to said network is tuned; - col. 14, lines 
18-27, col. 15, lines 33-38 

determining if at least one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by 
any one of said plurality of receivers; - col. 14, lines 18-27, col. 15, lines 33-38 

if at least one channel of said plurality of channels is not tuned by any one of said 
plurality of receivers, halting transmission of a program on said at least one channel and 
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broadcasting information other than a program on said at least one channel - col. 14, 
lines 21-35. 

However, Rao fails to teach receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality 
of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

In an analogous art, Aras discloses that the receivers transmit the Behavior 
Collection Table which indicates the channels tuned to by the user (channel tuned and 
previous channel tuned) to the Behavior Collection Center - (Referring to col. 7, lines 
15-30, Aras teaches subscriber activity including a channel change will be recorded 
and then reported to the collection center. Referring to col. 9, lines 1-16, Aras teaches 
the switching of channels is recorded. Referring to col. 13, line 58 - col. 14, lines 8, 
Aras teaches during extraction, the AVI information is proceissed at the home station. 
The collection process responds and processed events as they are generated. A 
channel change by the subscriber generates an event. Furthermore, referring to col. 8, 
lines 52-65, Aras teaches if the AVM presented is a TV drama, the TV drama would 
have a unique AVI (i.e. FOX-MRP-0265 for FOX television network drama Melrose 
Place episode number 265). Thus, from the data it is easy to determine that the user 
viewed Melrose Place on the Fox Network. The network, in this example, FOX, 
indicated the channel tuned to. Referring to Table V, the user switch to Channel 6 is 
recorded. Referring to Table V1 , the user switch to the Disney channel is recorded. 
Clearly, Aras teaches receiving a signal indicating the channel tuned and the previous 
channel tuned.col. 12, lines 40-45, col. 13, lines 24-28). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Rao's invention to include that the receivers transmit the 
Behavior Collection Table which indicates the channels tuned to by the user to the 
Behavior Collection Center, as taught by Aras, for the advantage of statistical analysis. 

As for claims 2 and 6, Rao and Aras disclose wherein said step of identifying 
further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal 
indicating the channel tuned. - Rao, col. 15, lines 33-38. 

As for claims 4 and 8, Rao and Aras disclose wherein said step, of identifying 
further comprises: 

receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality of receivers, said signal 
indicating the channel tuned if a user has selected a receiver function discontinuing 
reception of any channel (When the user changes the channel, the receiver informs the 
headend of the newly selected channel by requesting it - Rao. 13, lines 16-22). 

As for claim 5, Rao discloses a method for managing network bandwidth 
comprising: 
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broadcasting a plurality of programs on a plurality of channels to a plurality of 
receivers across said network - col. 4, line 64 - col. 5, line 3, col. 14, lines 8-14. 

defining a group of channels comprising a subset of said 
plurality of channels -col. 16, lines 18-23, col. 6, lines 5-14 

identifying each channel of said group of channels to which at least one 
receiver of said plurality of receivers connected to said network is tuned - col. 14, lines 
18-27, col. 15, lines 33-38. 

determining if at least one channel of said group of channels is not tuned by any 
one of said plurality of receivers - col. 14, lines 18-27, col. 15, lines 33-38. 

halting transmission of a program on said at least one channel and broadcasting 
information other than a program on said at least one channel if at least one channel of 
said group of channels is not tuned by any one of said plurality of receivers - col. 14, 
lines 21-35. 

However, Rao fails to teach receiving a signal from each receiver of said plurality 
of receivers, said signal indicating the channel tuned and the previous channel tuned. 

In an analogous art, Aras discloses that the receivers transmit the Behavior 
Collection Table which indicates the channels tuned to by the user (channel tuned and 
previous channel tuned) to the Behavior Collection Center - (Referring to col. 7, lines 
15-30, Aras teaches subscriber activity, including a channel change will be recorded 
and then reported to the collection center. Referring to col. 9, lines 1-16, Aras teaches 
the switching of channels is recorded. Referring to col. 13, line 58 - col. 14, lines 8, 
Aras teaches during extraction, the AVI information is processed at the home station. 
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The collection process responds and processed events as they are generated. A 
channel change by the subscriber generates an event. Furthermore, referring to col. 8, 
lines 52-65, Aras teaches if the AVM presented is a TV drama, the TV drama would 
have a unique AVI (i.e. FOX-MRP-0265 for FOX television network drama Melrose 
Place episode number 265). Thus, from the data it is easy to determine that the user 
viewed Melrose Place on the Fox Network. The network, in this example, FOX, 
indicated the channel tuned to. Referring to Table V, the user switch to Channel 6 is 
recorded. Referring to Table V1 , the user switch to the Disney channel is recorded. 
Clearly, Aras teaches receiving a signal indicating the channel tuned and the previous 
channel tuned.col. 12, lines 40-45, col. 13, lines 24-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Rao's invention to include that the receivers transmit the 
Behavior Collection Table which indicates the channels tuned to by the user to the 
Behavior Collection Center, as taught by Aras, for the advantage of statistical analysis. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions.on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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